Many businesses have made great strides over the past few years towards achieving
zero waste, but often these are with materials that are easy to reuse or recycle — the real
challenge comes when finding alternatives to materials deemed un-recyclable, whose only
home is currently landfill or waste to energy, explains DS Smith's Mathew Prosser

ttaining zero waste is ambitious and is difficult even
for easy-to-recycle materials, but the real success
comes from finding a zero waste solution for those
harder materials.

At DS Smith our zero waste philosophy runs central to the
work we do. As a company 100 percent of resources that are
collected are turned back into something useful once more.

Following and applying the principles of the waste
hierarchy from the top down is integral to the DS Smith
zero waste philosophy, identifying how to achieve the best
environmental and economic solution. This way materials are
used and reused as efficiently as possible and remain in the
economy for as long as possible.

To DS Smith, zero waste means avoiding landfill at all costs.
And it's not about simply relying on waste to energy as a
solution for all waste streams. It should only be used as a last
resort, when no other use or value can be extracted.

By treating waste as a resource, it's possible to demonstrate
the true value of the materials being thrown away:. It also
highlights how a different approach is required - there’s no
one-size-fits-all solution. Different organisations and businesses
have different requirements, material sources and processes.
While there’s overlap from some sectors, in the types of
materials collected, the solution should be tailor-made for

each business to ensure the best
solution is found.
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This will always start with finding ways to prevent the waste
being generated in the first place, then looking at reuse and
recycling. Collecting materials through a source-segregated
system is best, generating the highest quality and value possible
over the long term. It's about adopting an innovative approach
to identify new opportunities to reduce, reuse, recycle and
recover materials.

Reaching zero waste is not something that happens overnight.
Strategic planning is essential, developing realistic and timely
landfill and waste to energy diversion goals and understanding
the waste hierarchy to produce waste reduction plans.

This has long been the DS Smith approach when working
with customers, but it's equally important for resource
management companies to practice what they preach. The
setting up of a Reject Processing Centre at the DS Smith Kemsley
Paper Mill is one such example, tackling some very difficult to
recycle materials.

The DS Smith Kemsley Paper Mill is the second biggest
recovered fibre based paper operation in Europe, with a
production capacity of 800,000 tonnes per year: K-Light, the first
recycled lightweight paper manufactured in the UK is produced
at Kemsley Mill, alongside White Top Testliners, K-White, Brown
Testliners, Dual purpose liner/fluting, K-Flex, and Standard
fluting, including lightweight and Plasterboard liners.

Like any manufacturing process, while processing and

producing the paper and cardboard, there is an amount
of waste that arises, so a Reject Processing Centre
(RPC) was established to find a better solution to the
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